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paint every vein and wi inkle in the facet of his peisonageb, and every
brooch and jewel in their robes, with the same minute realism "

52 So said by Vasan, now said to Le Gentile de' Becchi, Bishop of
Arezzo.

53.  One of the shepherds is a portrait of himself

54 Cafaggiolo, like so many of these great country villas of the
time, was practically a castle

55.   Being the )ast words from Lorenzo's pen, it has been called his
"Swan Song."

56,   Some of the medical remedies given him were better calculated
to hasten his end than to eftect his recovery Ludovico Sforza had sent
him a veiy famous Lombard doctor, Lazaro of Pa via, but the ch.ef
remedy which he pi escribed was a mixture of pulverised diamonds and
pearls Whether owing to jealousy of the Lombard physician, sonow
at Lorenzo's death, or the result of foul play, the body of his most
eminent Florentine physician, Pier Leoni, was on the morning after
Lorenzo's death found at the bottom of a well in the garden of the villa.

57 Pohtian's account is corioborated to some extent by a letter
written by Benedetto Dei only a week after Lorenzo's death (see
Armstrong's Lorenzo de* Medici, p. 310).

58.   This was a Government Insurance Fund, in which by regular
subscriptions parents could provide marriage portions for their daugh-
ters In 1485 the Signoria, being much pressed to repay the expenses
of the late war, decided, instead of increasing taxation, that only one-
fifth of the sum insured for in this fund should be paid to the girl on,
her marriage, and that the remainder should be retained by the State
as a Government debt, bearing interest at seven per cent This was a
most unpopular measure, but not on account of the arrangement itself,
for it obviously assisted economy, while it was preferred to increased
taxation, but because it was considered that the interest of seven per
cent, was too low. In any case it can scarcely be called a misappropria-
tion, even by the State Still less was it a misappropriation of State
funds to his own use by Lorenzo or a ground for the statement made
by one modern writer that "He had seized on the dowries of Florentine
maidens to pay for his own pleasures."

59.   CreiffhtOYi iv. 341,

60.   Any examination of Lorenzo's peisoual money transactions will
show (hat he always eried on (he side of over payment, and liiat any-
thing in the nature of an endeavour to get the best of a bargain was
abhorrent to him.

<>x.  Creighton's History of the Papacy, iv. 340-343.

62.   Now in the Uffizi Gallery.

63.   Whether this is intentional it is impossible to say, but it may
have teen so. The younger branch of the family bore no good-will
to the elder branch, and in particular to Lorenzo and h.s son Pietro
(see chapter *), and Vasari, as the court painter of Cosimo I (of the
younger bianch), had every inducement to represent Lorenzo in no
flattering manner.